
August 4 & 11, 2019 

Holy Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church

www.htelc.com             22 Fox Run Road * Newington, NH 03801* 603-436-1704        office@htelc.com 

Come Together, Grow in Faith, Serve the LORD

 

Vacation Bible School 

Our youth (and the adults!) had a fantastic time at Vacation Bible School last week. 

Thanks to Heidi Morrison for being our VBS leader and organizer.  Thanks to Beth Rice 

for providing us the photos.  Thanks to Mark Donahue and his AWESOME support. 

Thanks to Dave Mercer for making the music and big decorations happen! Thanks to 

EVERYONE for cooking, leading groups, manning stations, donating, praying... it truly 

takes a village! God is good! 
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Property Team 

This past week the tent came down in record time. Strong winds and rain took it down 

in about 5-10 minutes. Of course, the Thursday Group spent quite a bit of time cleaning 

up the resulting tangle of canvas, poles, stakes, and straps. The tent survives, but some 

poles are damaged and require replacement before we can use it again. 

 

The Fire Department completed a periodic inspection of our building last week and gave 

us a fairly lengthy list of issues to resolve. The majority of the items involve emergency 

lighting and emergency doors. We will be developing a plan and budget estimate to 

resolve the concerns. These issues should not influence building use or occupancy.  

 

We are in the process of seeking bids for electrical 

and painting work to support a project to relocate 

the "Wiggle Room" to the adjacent kindergarten 

classroom and to convert the current "Wiggle 

Room" to a conference room. Council will make a 

determination regarding this project. 

 

We have accepted a bid to fill and seal cracks in 

our parking lot and driveways. Cracks in the 

paving are the normal consequence of the seasons and must be resolved to avoid more 

serious paving problems. We will make every effort to get this work done on a Friday 

when the building is not in use. This work should have little or no impact on access to 

the building. 

 

We continue to work on the backlog of property related tasks. Recent progress has been 

made on trimming bushes and trees and cleaning up our garden areas. It all comes 

down to priorities and circumstances. Recently I was discussing Property Team work 

backlog with some of my team members. In a perfect world, it should be simple. Make a 

list. Assign priorities. Work items off the list by priority and within available resources. 

Easy Peezy ... right? Not! Reality says the list of "to-do" items constantly grows because 

valid issues keep coming up. Some, such as fire safety issues, have high priority and 

drive other valid issues lower down the list. With our limited resources (time, people, 

money) some tasks would never get addressed based on priority alone. Some low 
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priority items get worked on simply because the time is right and it is convenient to do 

so. Some low priority items just languish on the list. We do what we can. Bear with us! 

 

David Mercer, Property Team Leader 

 

 

BGLibrary News 

Apropos of Pastor Tim’s message for us last Sunday, the BGLibrary has a couple of new 

books you might like to check out.  A Hope More Powerful that the Sea by Melissa 

Fleming is the true story of a teenage girl’s immigrant journey to freedom.  Doaa Al 

Zanel, along with 500 others, escaped Syria on a small fishing boat heading to Europe.   

The next several years took her through varied immigrant camps in Europe and Canada 

before she finally arrived in the States.  Published in 2017 and soon to be a major film, 

Doaa’s “incredible story of laws, loss, and survival” reveals what 

millions go through to achieve safety.  This book is also suitable 

for the young adult reader.   

 

A second book, Behold the Dreamers, is Imbolo Mbue’s first 

novel.  Mbue tells the story of a Camaroon family, the Jongas, 

as they navigate New York city.  Jende Jonga lands a good-

paying job working as a driver for the wealthy Edward family.  

Jende’s wife Neni tends their modest apartment, cares for their son, works a fulltime 

job, eventually becomes pregnant with a second child, and attends night school to prep 

for a university placement.   You’ll champion this couple’s determination and hard work 

as they fight to win their case for amnesty.   Some chapters will find you cheering them 

on while others will make you weep.  You’ll also rage by turns against the Edwards, the 

Jongas, dishonest and conniving attorneys, and the American systems. The book is a 

2016 publication. 

 

Both books will be on display this coming Sunday.  Move quickly to check them out!  The 

new stuff goes in a hurry. 
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Membership Roll 

Over the next few months, we will be reviewing and updating HTELC’s membership rolls 

to ensure that they are accurate.  Besides wanting our membership information to be 

correct, we are doing this work because the cost of our software systems and many 

Sunday School Curriculums are based on the number of records in our system.  Fewer 

records means a lower cost. Additionally, we report our 

numbers annually to the ELCA so they can track trends 

within the church-at-large.  If we are not accurate, they will 

not be accurate. 

 

To that end, we will be reaching out to people that have not 

taken part in worship at Holy Trinity over the past 24 

months to see if they desire to stay on the membership rolls.  This will include members 

of our congregation who were confirmed here (therefore becoming a member), 

graduated from college and now are on their own. 

 

If you have any questions about this process, please contact the church office. 

 

 

The Faith Formation Team 

The Faith Formation Team would like to give a heartfelt thank you to all who 

participated in Vacation Bible School this year. We are especially grateful for Heidi 

Morrison’s leadership, which made this event so enjoyable and a faith enriching 

experience for all of us!  We will continue the fun with 

“Something for Everyone on Every Sunday” beginning on out 

Sept. 8 Rally Day, when we go to two services.  Sept. 8 & 22 

will be for All Ages, including Adult Forum; September 15 is 

our Traveling Together Intergenerational activity; and 

September 29 will be for Fellowship.  If you have an interest in 

planning with us, we are meeting at church at 5:00 pm on 

Monday, August 26.  May the Lord bless you! 

 


