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Holy Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Third Sunday in Lent – Sunday, March 24, 2019 - 11:00 a.m. 

Gathering 

Confession & Forgiveness  — Please stand as able — 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who gathers us in the wilderness 

to redeem us, anoint us, and make us new. 

C: Amen. 

P: In these forty days, let us be honest, confess our sin, and receive God’s 

promise of mercy. 
 

—A brief silence—      
 

P: God at the margins, 

C: We have wandered far from your home; again and again, we lose 

our way. We turn inward, afraid of the world around us. We 

forget that you have saved your people before and promise to do 

so again. Do not remember the deeds of our past, but turn our 

faces toward the future, where your forgiveness is sure, your 

welcome is clear, and your love overflows. 

Amen. 

P: Like a hen who gathers her chicks, God embraces you in tender care. Like 

manna in the desert, God feeds you with surprising mercy. Like a loving 

parent, God runs to meet you again this day, forgiving your sins for the 

sake of ☩ Christ, leading you from death into life. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 

 



Holy Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church  2 

Gathering Song  ELW 413 — Please remain standing— 

Greeting 
P:  May the grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
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Kyrie:         
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Prayer of the Day 

P: Let us pray. 

C:  Eternal God, your kingdom has broken into our troubled world 

through the life, death, and resurrection of your Son. Help us to 

hear your word and obey it, and bring your saving love to 

fruition in our lives, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

Amen. 

WORD 
The remaining lessons appointed for use on this Sunday are located in the announcements of 

this worship booklet. You are invited to read them during the collection of offerings or 

Communion. You are also invited to take this booklet home with you and read the lessons and 

prayers as part of family worship or individual devotions. 

First Reading  —Please be seated— 

L: A reading from Isaiah 55:1-9 

 1Ho, everyone who thirsts, 

  come to the waters; 

 and you that have no money, 

  come, buy and eat! 

 Come, buy wine and milk 

  without money and without price. 

 2Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 

  and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 

 Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 

  and delight yourselves in rich food. 

 3Incline your ear, and come to me; 

  listen, so that you may live. 

 I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 

  my steadfast, sure love for David. 
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 4See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 

  a leader and commander for the peoples. 

 5See, you shall call nations that you do not know, 

  and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 

 because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, 

  for he has glorified you. 

 

 6Seek the Lord while he may be found, 

  call upon him while he is near; 

 7let the wicked forsake their way, 

  and the unrighteous their thoughts; 

 let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them, 

  and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 

 8For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

  nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord. 

 9For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 

  so are my ways higher than your ways 

  and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

L: Word of God, word of life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Children’s Message  —Please be seated— 

The children are invited to come forward to join the Pastor at the Chancel for a message. 
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Gospel Acclamation  — Please stand as able—
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Gospel 

P: The holy gospel according to St. Luke, Chapter 13: 1-9 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

1At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans 

whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices.2[Jesus] asked them, 

“Do you think that because these Galileans suffered in this way they 

were worse sinners than all other Galileans?  3No, I tell you; but unless 

you repent, you will all perish as they did. 4Or those eighteen who were 

killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—do you think that they 

were worse offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5No, I tell 

you; but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did.” 

  6Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his 

vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it and found none. 7So he said 

to the gardener, ‘See here! For three years I have come looking for fruit 

on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be 

wasting the soil?’ 8He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I 

dig around it and put manure on it. 9If it bears fruit next year, well and 

good; but if not, you can cut it down.’ ” 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 

Sermon  —Please be seated— 
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Hymn of the Day                  ELW 588 — Please stand as able— 

 

 

 

 



Holy Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church  9 

Apostles Creed 

LD:   Let us confess our faith using the Apostles Creed. 

C:   I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

   Creator of heaven and earth. 

 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

   born of the virgin Mary, 

   suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

   was crucified, died, and was buried; 

   he descended into hell. 

   On the third day he rose again; 

   he ascended into heaven, 

   he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

   and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

   the holy catholic church, 

   the communion of saints, 

   the forgiveness of sins, 

   the resurrection of the body, 

   and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People  

LD: Seeking the grace, mercy, and love of almighty God, we offer our prayers 

for the church, for people in need, and for all of creation. 
 

 —A brief silence—      
 

LD: Holy God, build up the body of Christ and cause the gifts of your Spirit to 

grow among us. Lead us to recognize your saving work through the 

spiritual practices you encourage. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

Y: Water the earth with gentle rains and melting snow. Provide clean water 

for drinking, washing, and nourishing plants that will bear fruit for your 

creatures. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

LD: God our protector, we lift before you all those whose work puts them in 

harm’s way for the sake of others, especially first responders and 

servicewomen and men who are stationed around the world.  Allow all 

people to return home safely and keep them close to you.  Hear us, O 

God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

Y: Provide relief for those suffering and in pain.  Grant wisdom to health 

care workers who seek to diagnose ailments, and bring healing to 

patients.  We pray especially for those whose names we say out loud or 

silently.         —A brief silence—     Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

LD: We pray for our partners in mission and ministry: Presiding Bishop 

Elizabeth Eaton and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Bishop 

James Hazelwood and the New England Synod, Pastor Livingstone 



Holy Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church  11 

Msungu and the Isimani congregation in Tanzania, Fundaninos 

Orphanage in Guatemala, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and 

the Holy Land and our missionaries Revs. Colin and Jeni Grangaard, 

Imanuel Indonesian Lutheran Congregation, Ascentria Care Alliance and 

Camp Calumet.  Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

P: Reveal your will as you receive our prayers, and conform our ways to 

your ways; through the saving work of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

The Sharing of God’s Peace 
P: May the peace of God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit – which passes all 

understanding, be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

The congregation is invited to exchange expressions of peace with those near them. Please 

remember to greet the children too. Please be seated after the Sharing of God’s Peace. 

MEAL 

Offering 

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. During 

this time, the table is set. After the offering is gathered, the assembly stands. Bread, wine, 

money, and other gifts may be brought forward. 
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Offertory Song  ELW 807 vs 1 & 3 

 

Offertory Prayer 

LD: Generous God, you feed us with the harvest of the land, and you provide 

for our every need. Receive our gifts of money, imagination, and labor, 

and transform them into a feast that welcomes all, in Jesus Christ, our 

host and our guest. 

 C: Amen. 
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The Celebration of Holy Communion 

As you come to the Lord’s Table, know that it is Christ who invites you to receive the bread and 

wine, the body and blood.  There will be a single communion station.  You will receive a wafer 

(gluten free wafers are available).  Next, you may drink from the common cup, or you may take 

a pre-filled glass of non-alcoholic wine.  Please put the glass in the basket at the end.  If you 

would like to receive communion, but you are unable to come forward, please ask someone to 

talk to the ushers and we will bring communion to you. 

Dialogue 
P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Preface 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ.  You call your people to cleanse their 

hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the 

gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace.  And so, with 

all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy             ELW pg. 190   

 

Words of Institution   
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Lord's Prayer 

Feel free to use the version of the Lord’s Prayer you are most comfortable with. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

The assembly may be seated. The bread may be broken for the communion. 

Communion     — Please be seated— 
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Communion Hymns:   

While others are communing, you are invited to sing a communion hymn or to meditate on the 

readings and prayers for the day.   Communion Hymn #1: ELW 779 
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Communion Hymn #2: ELW 781 
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Sending of Communion  —Please remain seated— 

P: Gracious God, whose mercy endures from generation to generation: 

Bless those who go forth to carry your Word and sacrament to our 

sisters and brothers who are homebound. In your love and compassion, 

nourish and strengthen them with hope through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen.  

SENDING 

Communion Blessing   
P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 

keep you in His grace. 

C: Amen. 

Rites of Passage and Announcements  

The congregation is invited to share birthdays, anniversaries, and other significant events in the 

life of its members. Subsequently, brief announcements may be made, especially those related 

to the congregation’s participation in God's mission in the world. 
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Sending Hymn ELW 618 —Please stand as able— 
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Benediction 

Please move across the aisle and join hands. 

P: May the Lord bless you and keep you. May the Lord’s face shine upon 

you with grace and mercy. May the Lord look upon you with favor and 

give you ☩ peace. 

C: Amen. 

Dismissal   
LD: Go in peace, serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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