
February 17 & 24, 2019 

Holy Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church

www.htelc.com             22 Fox Run Road * Newington, NH 03801* 603-436-1704        office@htelc.com 

Come Together, Grow in Faith, Serve the LORD

 

Ash Wednesday 

Ash Wednesday worship services will be held on March 6. Services will be at 1:00 

PM &  6:30 PM.  Please note the earlier worship time at the evening, as this has 

changed from previous years. 

 

Re-Covenant with Imanuel Indonesian Lutheran Church 

On Sunday, February 10, we were honored to renew our covenant with the Imanuel 

Indonesian Lutheran Congregation. IILC has been a part of our church since 2007, and 

they do so many wonderful things for the church, for Christ, and for the community. 

They are some of the most cheerful & active members of the Holy Trinity family, and 

we're incredibly happy to call them our sisters and brothers in Christ. 
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Pastor Tim’s Article 

“How to be a practicing Christian when I am not always a believing one.” 
 
Adult forums: March 3, March 17, April 7 (Additional as needed) 
 
We will learn from each other on questions such as: 

 "Why does God sometimes seem silent? our prayers half-hearted and seemingly 
unanswered? our doubts large and challenging?" (A common condition that the 
Christian mystics called the 'dark night of the soul.) 

 "What might it mean to be a ‘practicing Christian’  while 
not always a (fully) 'believing one'?” 

 “Can we have large doubts yet still act with conviction?” 
 “How might practices help us deal honestly with the ups 

and downs of faith?” 
 “When faith seems weak, how does hope step in?” 

Mark Edwards and Pastor Tim will pose questions and offer 
background, but the adult forum will depend largely on candid and considerate 
conversation among the participants. 
 
Wednesday Worship during Lent: 
Soup Supper: 5:30 - 6:30pm 
Holden Evening Prayer 6:30 - 7:15pm 
 
During Holden Evening Prayer, instead of having a reading and sermon, Pastor Tim will 
teach and we will practice a Spiritual Discipline.  We will learn about:  
  
Silence and Centering Prayer, The Ignatian Examen, The Jesus Prayer, The Daily Office, 
Fasting.   
 
This will be appropriate for all age groups from 3-100. 
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Books on Spiritual Practices 
 
Celebration of Discipline: The Path to Spiritual Growth by Richard Foster 
Hailed by many as the best modern book on Christian spirituality, Celebration of 
Discipline explores the "classic Disciplines," or central spiritual practices, of the 
Christian faith.  

The Disciplines are divided into three movements.  The inward Disciplines of 
meditation, prayer, fasting, and study offer avenues of personal examination 
and change. The outward Disciplines of simplicity, solitude, submission, and 
service help prepare us to make the world a better place. The corporate Disciplines of 
confession, worship, guidance, and celebration bring us nearer to one another and to 
God. 

The Sacred Way: Spiritual Practices for Everyday Life by Tony Jones 
Tony Jones mines the rich history of 16 spiritual disciplines that have flourished 
throughout the ages and offers practical tips for implementing them in your 
daily life.   Each spiritual discipline is given a chapter that explains its history, 
theology and practice.  This is probably the most accessible book on Spiritual 
Practices. 
 

Everyday Spirituality 

Bishop James Hazelwood is writing a book on Everyday Spirituality, and he’s looking for 

examples of God showing up in people's lives, in the ordinary, commonplace parts of 

our lives.  Where and when have you seen God?  

 

At the grocery store, on a vacation, while spending money, at the café, over coffee, in 

the hospital, on the soccer field? 

 

If you've got a story, (even a weird one) Bishop Hazelwood is interested in 

hearing about it.  It just might end up in a book, and it might help other 

people realize that God shows up in unexpected ways and in unexpected 

people and places. It can be sent anonymously if you prefer.  

 

Just send an email with your story to Bishop Jim Hazelwood at 

bishop@nesynod.org 

 
 

https://mail.twc.com/do/mail/message/mailto?to=bishop%40nesynod.org


4 

 

President’s Article 

Greetings To All…… 

 

It’s the dreary season, where all the holidays are in a seemingly distant past, it’s cold 

outside and, we’ve had lots of days of snowing/sleeting/sometime almost raining (I 

think this is called “a wintery mix” by weather people) and it’s all just yuck!! 

But as believing Christians always say, there is hope!!! Have you noticed that even on 

cloudy days, it’s still light out at 5:45 or a little beyond? And in the morning, if you’re an 

early riser like I am, around 5:45 the horizon is starting to lighten (to all you sleepers-till-

seven, trust me….it is getting light out!!!). Which means spring is 

coming …. only four weeks away… which means the most 

important day in our church year, Easter, is nearing.  

 

To get to that glorious day when we celebrate the rising of our 

Lord and Savior, however, we have to go through the season of 

Lent, which this year begins with Ash Wednesday on March 6th. 

The following five Wednesday Lenten Services here at Holy Trinity 

will be preceded by the Soup Supper, each week hosted by a different team, including 

Church Council on March 13th. As in past years, there will be a free will offering basket 

with proceeds this year going to the Tanzania Scholarship Fund. 

 

A week ago this past Sunday, Council members of Imanuel Indonesian Church and Holy 

Trinity, on behalf of their respective congregations, re-signed the Covenant In Gospel, 

Community, and Mission. The original Covenant was signed in December 2013, and both 

Holy Trinity and Imanuel agreed to renew it in December 2018. For various reasons the 

actual signing could not be done until a week ago last Sunday. So we’ve ‘officially’ re-

affirmed our commitment to each other for another five years, including Holy Trinity’s 

prayers of support for Imanuel; sharing in Christmas and Holy Week worship services, 

VBS, the June church picnic, and other activities. The new Covenant will be posted in the 

Gathering Area once it is re-framed. 

 

This time of year also brings on the chore of tax filing, and I thought I’d pass on 

something for you to think about, called a qualified charitable deduction (QCD in IRS 

parlance).   With the new tax reform coming into effect, many of us may no longer 



5 

 

itemize, but rather use the standard deduction. This will lead to a loss of the itemized 

church donation deduction. The QCD allows you to transfer money from your IRA or SEP 

directly to Holy Trinity, without that money being added to your taxable income. The 

QCD would also count toward any required minimum distribution (RMD) you might have 

to take this year.  There’s a lot of good articles and examples on various tax consultant 

websites, including the IRS site.  If you want to use the QCD, you need to check with 

whomever your IRA is with for its rules and procedures. 

 

And finally, cool news from AmazonSmile …. Purchases for the fourth quarter 2018 

came in at $37. (actually $36.95) !!!!  Thanks to all who are making their Amazon 

purchases thru AmazonSmile which results in .5% of purchase price going to Holy 

Trinity. For those who have not set up an AmazonSmile account, or don’t know how it 

all works, please see Mark Donahue, who can provide you with instructions on the 

procedure to enroll. Very simple, even for those of us 

technically challenged. If I can do it, anyone can do it.   

 

Stay safe….stay warm…..and just think, in only three more 

weeks we turn our clocks ahead (March 9th)!!! 
 

Peace, 

Dave Smith 

Council President 
 

BG Library News 

Your library has lots of brand new books; so many, in fact, that we’re betting you can’t 

keep up! Here’s a quick sampling from the newest: If you’re looking for autobiography, 

you might try “My Own Words” by Ruth Bader Ginsburg or “How To Save 

a Surgeon” by Thomas Blee.  Kicking back with some good fiction? Try 

“The Paris Seamstress” by Natasha Lister, “The Tattooist of Auschwitz” by 

Heather Morris and “Where the Crawdads Sing” by Delia Owens.  Or you 

might feel like challenging yourself with something from our Social 

Conflict section, like  “Girl, Wash Your Face” by Rachel Hollis and “The 

Cross and the Lynching Tree” by James Cone.  
 

Don’t see the book you want? Leave a note on the bulletin board so it can be ordered! 
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End 68 Hours of Hunger 

Just a reminder...Holy Trinity Lutheran Church has a team that packs food for the 

program 'End 68 Hours of Hunger' for the city of Portsmouth!! This program is designed 

to provide food for children in need that would sustain them for the weekend when 

school is not in session. Kathy McKenna and Lauren Gianino are the Team Coordinators 

for our church. 
 

Our team is responsible for packing food bags for children on 3 more days in the school 

year. We pack at the First United Methodist Church, 129 Miller Ave. Portsmouth and we 

meet at 6 p.m.   Depending on the number of volunteers, the packing process takes 

around 45 minutes.  
 

Our next packing date is Wednesday, March 20th. The remaining dates our team is 

responsible for are: 

 

Wednesday, March 20th 

Thursday, May 9th 

Thursday, June 13th 

 

 If you are interested in joining our team please email myself 

(mckenna.kathy.62@gmail.com) or Lauren 

Gianino(pglg813@comcast.net). We always welcome new 

participants!! 

 

Let us know if you have any questions!! 

Kathy McKenna & Lauren Gianino 

 

CARINGCONNECTIONS 

The mission of CaringConnections is to directly serve members and friends 

within the Holy Trinity family.  Its overall objective is to bring God’s gift of 

caring to those in the church who require and desire it.  See the yellow 

brochure in the Gathering Area for a complete list of our outreach 

activities including health and spiritual life for members.  Contact 

inchbyinch@live to discuss how we can help or leave your contact 

information with Mark in the office. 
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Domestic Social Ministry Team 

“God's Work, Our Hands ..." 

Have you checked the rotating kiosk in the Gathering Area lately? If not, I would like to 

suggest that you look at the side which is captioned “Thank You Holy Trinity – Because 

You Gave ..." There you will see acknowledgments, as well as sincere thanks and 

gratitude for our financial assistance from The Salvation Army, Good News Garage, ELCA 

World Hunger; from Operation Blessing for financial and other 

types of assistance which we provide on a regular basis; fom 

Ascentria Care Alliance for the nearly 40 gift bags we gave and 

packed last October for seniors who live alone; and most recently 

from Wentworth-Douglass Hospital for our donation of many hats, 

gloves and scarves which we donated last month to benefit those in 

need of extra winter clothing. Our time, talents and treasure do 

make a difference in the Seacoast region and beyond!  

 

Krissi Birthisel was just voted in as the Church Council Secretary. For 

the past year, Krissi was very active on the Social Ministry Team, 

but she felt that she could not do both, and so she reluctantly 

resigned from Social Ministry, hopefully only temporarily. Thanks 

for all you did, Krissi; we'll miss you!  

 

If anyone has ideas for service in the community, please don't hesitate to contact me or 

any member of the Social Ministry Team.  

 

Ron Indorf, Team Chair  

 

Dress a Girl Around the World 

Make a dress or two for a girl at Calumet on Monday, April 1 from 8:30 – 

3 PM.  Bring a sewing machine & cotton fabric if you have it.  Pastries & 

breakfast are provided.  Lunch is $12.  Please see Leslie Darling if you are 

interested in joining her.  A full-page flyer with more information is 

located on the rolling kiosk.  Leslie can be reached at 603-767-8918. 
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Prayer Concerns 

Please include the following in your daily prayers: 

Members 
Health Issues: Edna Di Nola, Leah Waldschlagel, Hazel Larson & Family, Mary Kuck,   

   Dorothy Kasik, Tina Waterman, Robert & Sally Rindfleish, Susan Rindfleish,  
   Nancy Johnson, Emily Beliveau,  Jackie Kohlhase, Franklyn Vosburg,  
   Grover Marshall, Brendan Podszus, Jean Klein, Jerry Schock, Shirley Jackson 
 Homebound:  Madeline Brandt, Marie Edin, Everett Nelson, Carol Saufley, Shirley Bauer,  
   Edith Rowan. 
 Military:   Josh Bretz, Matthew Hanrahan, Brendan Podszus, Jacob Schankis, Jessica Chabot. 
 

Friends 
Liesl Field (Edie Hudak’s daughter-in-law), Hayden Connors (Jill Larson’s great-nephew), Richard 
Marshall (Grover Marshall's brother), Gary Hayes (Jill Larson’s brother-in-law), Evelyn Donnell and 
Mary Navish (Jill Larson’s co-workers), Eddie Towle (Barbara Galle’s nephew), Holly Ferguson (Heidi 
Morrison’s neighbor), Aimee Bucci (Dick & Yvonne Topping’s daughter), Ray Kunsman (Karen Gerome’s 
father), William Lewis (Phyllis Philbrick’s brother-in-law), Robert Gjellstad (Jerry Schock’s cousin), 
Matthew Hanrahan (Leslie Darling’s son), Megan Zadig & Rachel Arrington Boal (daughters of Dave & 
Carol Arrington), Estelle Lewis (Paulette Sirois’ sister), The Vocell Family (Jeremy & Krystal Small’s 
friends). 

 

 

Happy Anniversary 
Mark & Linda Edwards, Mike & Nancy Gilmore, Matt & Ann Stephen 

 

March Birthdays 
Noah Berg, Ali Bozzuto, Caelyn Bucci, Jasper Crafts, Benjamin Castellano,        

Anders Claesson, Margareta Claesson, Bruce Clement, Lynne Clement,         

Ethan Crawford, Lucas Cromer, Lauren Eide, Judy Evans, Andrew Gass,           

Karen Gerome, Nathan Goupil, Rachel Hayden, Dot Kasik, Bill Larson,             

Danielle Lyczak, Grover Marshall, Mike Mather, Warren Mellor,                  

Courtney Pomroy, Barry Proulx, Jr, Sue Reny, Lois Semrau, Maretta Siagian, 

Jaxon Small, Lou Spoto, Naomi Stephan, Nathaniel Waterman,      

Penelope Williams, Pat Woollett, Alec Zollman 
 


