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Holy Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 
First Sunday of Christmas – Sunday, December 30, 2018- 11:00 a.m. 

Gathering 

Confession & Forgiveness  — Please stand as able— 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who shines in glory, clothes us in 

compassion, and bears gifts of mercy for all. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sins with confidence in God’s promise of forgiveness. 
 

—A brief silence—      
 

P: God, wonderful counselor, 

C: we confess that we have turned from your gifts and chosen our 

own way. We have not made room for you in our hearts or in our 

world. We have lived in fear; we have not welcomed the 

stranger; we desire gifts that will not endure.  Forgive us our 

sins, known and unknown, and open us to receive the peace of 

Jesus dwelling in and among us. 

P: God’s lovingkindness has appeared to us in Christ our Savior.  We are 

saved, not by anything we have done, but by God’s mercy poured out on 

us richly. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Through 

the Spirit living in you, God give you faith to trust Jesus, who is Love born 

for you, now and always. 

C: Amen. 
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Gathering Song  ELW 283 — Please remain standing— 
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Greeting 
P:  May the grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

Canticle of Praise  ELW 267 
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Prayer of the Day 

P: Let us pray. 

C:  Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God, and open 

our minds to the knowledge of your word, that in all things we 

may think and act according to your good will and may live 

continually in the light of your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

WORD 
The remaining lessons appointed for use on this Sunday are located in the announcements of 

this worship booklet. You are invited to read them during the collection of offerings or 

Communion. You are also invited to take this booklet home with you and read the lessons and 

prayers as part of family worship or individual devotions. 

First Reading  —Please be seated— 

L: A responsive reading from Psalm 148 
 

L:  1Hallelujah! Praise the Lord from the heavens; 

  praise God in the heights. 

C:  2Praise the Lord, all you angels; 

  sing praise, all you hosts of heaven. 

L:  3Praise the Lord, sun and moon; 

  sing praise, all you shining stars. 

C:   4Praise the Lord, heaven of heavens, 

  and you waters above the heavens. 

L:   5Let them praise the name of the Lord, 

  who commanded, and they were created, 

C:   6who made them stand fast forever and ever, 

  giving them a law that shall not pass away. 
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L:  7Praise the Lord from the earth, 

  you sea monsters and all deeps; 

C:  8fire and hail, snow and fog, 

  tempestuous wind, doing God’s will; 

L:  9mountains and all hills, 

  fruit trees and all cedars; 

C:  10wild beasts and all cattle, 

  creeping things and flying birds; 

L:  11sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, 

  princes and all rulers of the world; 

C: 12young men and maidens, 

  old and young together.  

L: 13Let them praise the name of the Lord, whose name only is exalted, 

whose splendor is over earth and heaven. 

C: 14The Lord has raised up strength for the people and praise for 

all faithful servants, the children of Israel, a people who are near 

the Lord. Hallelujah!  

L: Word of God, word of life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Children’s Message  —Please be seated— 

The children are invited to come forward to join the Pastor at the Chancel for a message. 
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Gospel Acclamation ELW 282 — Please stand as able— 
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Gospel 

P: The holy gospel according to St. Luke, Chapter 2 [41-52] 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

41Now every year [Jesus’] parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the 

Passover. 42And when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for 

the festival. 43When the festival was ended and they started to return, 

the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know 

it. 44Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they went a day’s 

journey. Then they started to look for him among their relatives and 

friends. 45When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to 

search for him. 46After three days they found him in the temple, sitting 

among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47And 

all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his 

answers. 48When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his 

mother said to him, “Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your 

father and I have been searching for you in great anxiety.” 49He said to 

them, “Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that I must 

be in my Father’s house?” 50But they did not understand what he said to 

them. 51Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was 

obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in her heart. 

  52And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and 

human favor. 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon  —Please be seated— 
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Hymn of the Day                  ELW 300, v. 1 & 2 — Please stand as able— 
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Prayers of the People  

LD: Dwelling in the presence of God with us, let us boldly pray for the 

church, the world, and all in any need. 
 

 —A brief silence—      
 

LD: God of wisdom, open our ears to hear your grace through the words and 

deeds of children. Inspire the youngest and oldest in our midst to learn 

from one another with humility and patience. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

Y: God of creation, praise to you for hills and mountains, fruit trees and 

forests, animals wild and tame, sea monsters, birds, and reptiles. Spark 

delight in our hearts for all that you have made. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

LD: God our protector, we lift before you all those whose work puts them in 

harm’s way for the sake of others, especially first responders and 

servicewomen and men who are stationed around the world.  Allow all 

people to return home safely and keep them close to you.  Hear us, O 

God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

Y: God of healing, mend the broken hearts of those who suffer this day. 

Treasure everyone who struggles with addiction, loneliness, hunger, 

unemployment, mental illness, or sickness.  We pray especially for those 

whose names we say out loud or silently.    —A brief silence—                      

Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

LD: We pray for our partners in mission and ministry: Presiding Bishop 

Elizabeth Eaton and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Bishop 
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James Hazelwood and the New England Synod, Pastor Livingstone 

Msungu and the Isimani congregation in Tanzania, Fundaninos 

Orphanage in Guatemala, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and 

the Holy Land and our missionaries Revs. Colin and Jeni Grangaard, 

Imanuel Indonesian Lutheran Congregation, Ascentria Care Alliance and 

Camp Calumet.  Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

P: Trusting in the presence of God by the power of the Holy Spirit, we 

commend all for whom we pray, dwelling in the light and hope of Christ, 

our Savior. 

C: Amen. 

The Sharing of God’s Peace 

P: May the peace of God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit – which passes all 

understanding, be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

The congregation is invited to exchange expressions of peace with those near them. Please 

remember to greet the children too. Please be seated after the Sharing of God’s Peace. 

MEAL 

Offering 

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. During 

this time, the table is set. After the offering is gathered, the assembly stands. Bread, wine, 

money, and other gifts may be brought forward. 
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Offertory Song   ELW 681, verse 3 & refrain 
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Offertory Prayer 

LD: Holy God, your beauty shines forth from the manger and your love flows 

from the cross. As you gather us around these signs of your love come 

among us, warm us to extend your care among the hungry and all in 

need. In Jesus’ name we pray. 

 C: Amen. 

The Celebration of Holy Communion 

As you come to the Lord’s Table, know that it is Christ who invites you to receive the bread and 

wine, the body and blood.  There will be a single communion station.  You will receive a wafer 

(gluten free wafers are available).  Next, you may drink from the common cup, or you may take 

a pre-filled glass of non-alcoholic wine.  Please put the glass in the basket at the end.  If you 

would like to receive communion, but you are unable to come forward, please ask someone to 

talk to the ushers and we will bring communion to you. 

Dialogue 
P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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Preface 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ.  You call your people to cleanse their 

hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the 

gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace.  And so, with 

all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, Holy, Holy    —ELW pg. 153—      

 
  

Words of Institution   
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Lord's Prayer 

Feel free to use the version of the Lord’s Prayer you are most comfortable with. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

The assembly may be seated. The bread may be broken for the communion. 

Communion ELW pg 154    — Please be seated— 
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Communion Hymns:   

While others are communing, you are invited to sing a communion hymn or to meditate on the 

readings and prayers for the day.   Communion Hymn #1: ELW 269 
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Communion Hymn #2: ELW 289 
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Communion Hymn #3: ELW 294  
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Communion Hymn #4: ELW 270 
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Sending of Communion  —Please remain seated— 

P: Gracious God, whose mercy endures from generation to generation: 

Bless those who go forth to carry your Word and sacrament to our 

sisters and brothers who are homebound. In your love and compassion, 

nourish and strengthen them with hope through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen.  

 

SENDING 

Communion Blessing   
P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 

keep you in His grace. 

C: Amen. 

Rites of Passage and Announcements  

The congregation is invited to share birthdays, anniversaries, and other significant events in the 

life of its members. Subsequently, brief announcements may be made, especially those related 

to the congregation’s participation in God's mission in the world. 
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Sending Hymn ELW 288 —Please stand as able— 
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Benediction 

Please move across the aisle and join hands. 

P: May the Lord bless you and keep you. May the Lord’s face shine upon 

you with grace and mercy. May the Lord look upon you with favor and 

give you ☩ peace. 

C: Amen. 

Dismissal   

LD: Go in peace, serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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