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Holy Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Second Sunday of Advent– Sunday, December 9, 2018 - 11:00 a.m. 

Gathering 

Confession & Forgiveness  — Please stand as able— 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the Lord of Israel who comes to 

set us free, the mighty Savior who comes to show mercy, the Dawn from 

on high who guides us into peace. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us come before God in confession. 
 

—A brief silence—      
 

P: To you, O God, 

C: we lift up our souls. You know us through and through; we 

confess our sins to you. Remember not our sins; remember us 

with your steadfast love. Show us your ways; teach us your 

paths; and lead us in justice and truth, for the sake of your 

goodness in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

P: Children of God, come with joy and draw water from the well of 

salvation. Remember the gift of baptism: your sin is washed away in the 

name of ☩ Jesus; you belong to Christ; you are anointed to serve.  Stand 

up and raise your heads! The reign of God is near. 

C: Amen. 
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Gathering Song  ELW 413 — Please remain standing— 

Greeting 
P:  May the grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
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Canticle of Praise    ELW 533, Verses 1 & 2 

 

Prayer of the Day 

P: Let us pray. 

C:  Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only 

Son. By his coming give to all the people of the world knowledge 

of your salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 
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WORD 
The remaining lessons appointed for use on this Sunday are located in the announcements of 

this worship booklet. You are invited to read them during the collection of offerings or 

Communion. You are also invited to take this booklet home with you and read the lessons and 

prayers as part of family worship or individual devotions. 

First Reading 

L: A reading from Malachi 3:1-4 
1See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord 

whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the 

covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of 

hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand 

when he appears?  

  For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a 

refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi 

and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to 

the Lord in righteousness. 4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will 

be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years. 

L: Word of God, word of life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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Children’s Message   

The children are invited to come forward to join the Pastor at the Chancel for a message. 

 ELW 240, verse 2 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation ELW 533, verse 5 — Please stand as able— 
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Gospel 

P: The holy gospel according to St. Luke, Chapter 3 [1-6] 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate 

was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother 

Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of 

Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of 

God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3He went into all 

the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for 

the forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in the book of the words of the 

prophet Isaiah,  

 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

  make his paths straight. 

 5Every valley shall be filled, 

  and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 

 and the crooked shall be made straight, 

  and the rough ways made smooth; 

 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ” 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon     — Please be seated— 
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Hymn of the Day ELW 593 — Please stand as able— 
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Prayers of the People  

LD: As we await the coming of Christ, we pray in hope for the church, the 

world, and all of creation. 
 

 —A brief silence—      
 

LD: Prepare your church to share the good news, life-giving God. Put your 

word within us and dwell among us. Send us out to proclaim the mercy 

and salvation that abides in you. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

Y: Bless this congregation, life-giving God. Give strength and joy to worship 

leaders, musicians, and our altar guild as they prepare the way for the 

celebration of the Christ child’s coming among us. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

LD: God our protector, we lift before you all those whose work puts them in 

harm’s way for the sake of others, especially first responders and 

servicewomen and men who are stationed around the world.  Allow all 

people to return home safely and keep them close to you.  Hear us, O 

God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

Y: Comfort all who hurt, life-giving God. Wrap them in your tender care. 

Remember the forgotten and send us out to share your love with them. 

Be with the wandering, the worried, and the woeful.  We pray especially 

for those whose names we say out loud or silently.                                        

—A brief silence—   Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

LD: We pray for our partners in mission and ministry: Presiding Bishop 

Elizabeth Eaton and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Bishop 
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James Hazelwood and the New England Synod, Pastor Livingstone 

Msungu and the Isimani congregation in Tanzania, Fundaninos 

Orphanage in Guatemala, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and 

the Holy Land and our missionaries Revs. Colin and Jeni Grangaard, 

Imanuel Indonesian Lutheran Congregation, Ascentria Care Alliance and 

Camp Calumet.  Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

P: Confident that the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we bring to you these 

prayers and those unspoken, in the name of Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

The Sharing of God’s Peace 

P: May the peace of God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit – which passes all 

understanding, be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

The congregation is invited to exchange expressions of peace with those near them. Please 

remember to greet the children too. Please be seated after the Sharing of God’s Peace. 

MEAL 

Offering 

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. During 

this time, the table is set. After the offering is gathered, the assembly stands. Bread, wine, 

money, and other gifts may be brought forward. 
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Offertory Song   ELW 681, verse 3 & refrain 
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Offertory Prayer 

LD: God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your 

creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as 

we care for all those in need until the coming of your Son, our Savior and 

Lord. 

C: Amen. 

The Celebration of Holy Communion 

As you come to the Lord’s Table, know that it is Christ who invites you to receive the bread and 

wine, the body and blood.  There will be a single communion station.  You will receive a wafer 

(gluten free wafers are available).  Next, you may drink from the common cup, or you may take 

a pre-filled glass of non-alcoholic wine.  Please put the glass in the basket at the end.  If you 

would like to receive communion, but you are unable to come forward, please ask someone to 

talk to the ushers and we will bring communion to you. 

Dialogue 
P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Preface 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ.  You call your people to cleanse their 

hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the 

gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace.  And so, with 

all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy    —ELW pg. 153—      

 
  

Words of Institution   
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Lord's Prayer 

Feel free to use the version of the Lord’s Prayer you are most comfortable with. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

The assembly may be seated. The bread may be broken for the communion. 

Communion ELW pg 154    — Please be seated— 
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Communion Hymns 

While others are communing, we invite you to sing today’s communion hymns or to meditate on the 

readings and prayers for the day.   Communion Hymn #1: ELW 257, verses 1-4 
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Communion Hymn #2: ELW 254  
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Communion Hymn #3: ELW 471  

 

Sending of Communion  —Please remain seated— 

P: Gracious God, whose mercy endures from generation to generation: 

Bless those who go forth to carry your Word and sacrament to our 

sisters and brothers who are homebound. In your love and compassion, 

nourish and strengthen them with hope through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen.  
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SENDING 

Communion Blessing   
P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 

keep you in His grace. 

C: Amen. 

Rites of Passage and Announcements  

The congregation is invited to share birthdays, anniversaries, and other significant events in the 

life of its members. Subsequently, brief announcements may be made, especially those related 

to the congregation’s participation in God's mission in the world. 

Sending Hymn ELW 239 —Please stand as able— 
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Benediction 

Please move across the aisle and join hands. 

P: May the Lord bless you and keep you. May the Lord’s face shine upon 

you with grace and mercy. May the Lord look upon you with favor and 

give you ☩ peace. 

C: Amen. 

Dismissal   

LD: Go in peace, serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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