
December 2 & 9, 2018 

Holy Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church
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Come Together, Grow in Faith, Serve the LORD

 

 

Christmas Eve Worship 
4:00 PM Family Worship 

This service is designed with younger families in mind.  
There is no sermon. Communion will be served.  Familiar 
carols are sung. There is a time for families to come forward 
for a brief blessing/prayer. 

 

8:00 & 10:30 PM Candlelight Worship 
This is traditional candlelight communion worship with our 
choirs and bell choir.  All the familiar carols are sung and 
the traditional Christmas Gospel is read. 

 

 

Advent is the four Sundays leading up to the celebration of Christmas.  Each 
Sunday in Advent we gather for worship on Sunday Mornings at 8:30 & 11:00 AM 
and Wednesday evenings at 6:00PM using the beautiful Holden Vesper Service.  

Advent is a season of waiting and watching and preparing for the coming of 
Christ.   

 

Dover Friendly Kitchen 

We will not be serving at Dover Friendly Kitchen in December, but we are accepting 

cookies.  If you would like to bake cookies, please drop them off at the church office by 

10:30am on Sunday, December 23. 

 
 

 

http://www.htelc.com/
mailto:office@htelc.com
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Library Team 
One year when Kurt and I traveled to Tanzania to volunteer at Iringa Lutheran University the 

school asked me to do an inventory and assessment of their college library. When you go to 

Tanzania, you do what you’re asked...or at least try. The library is a beautiful building, albeit 

small, and they’re very proud of it. It’s fully stocked with a separate section for each of the 

dozen majors offered. Although Swahili is the national language, the entire book collection is in 

English; British English is their preferred language for higher education. 

 

The collection occupies two floors. Counting the books section by section may sound like a 

daunting task. Not really. The whole operation took me less than a week. In 2015, Iringa 

University Library had 3,732 books, not counting the cardboard boxes yet unpacked that were 

hidden under the stairwell.  

 

Those unpacked boxes had no doubt come from the book donation 

crates in mall parking lots where we dump whatever we’ve finished 

reading and want to get rid of. In fact, as I perused the shelf of 

English Composition texts, I opened the cover of one to see the 

signature of a colleague from my doctoral committee. 

 

What I’m trying to say here is not that we should feel sorry for these folks. The internet is 

available and widely used at Iringa U, and their faculty are some of the smartest, best educated 

people in the world. What I want us to realize is how blessed we are with the riches of reading 

and how casually we take those riches for granted. 

 

In Isimani all the kids go to school and learn to read. But their are no public libraries, and many 

homes have absolutely no access to books. And then what happens is the phenomenon of 

“post literacy.” Some kids actually forget how to read. 

 

Two years ago Holy Trinity donated a collection of children’s books to our partner 

congregation. You gave the money, we sent the money to the Lugallas, and Sapi visited the 

Bible bookstore in Dar es Salaam to make the purchase. Pastor Msungu has arranged a 

preschool on the church grounds, and the children’s library is located in a separate room in the 

school building. 

 



3 

 

Advent and Christmas are wonderful times for us to realize and appreciate our riches. The 

BGLibrary has an Africa section, and I encourage you to check it out. In the springtime, when 

we weed out old books and DVDs to sell, we’ll again donate the proceeds to buy books for 

Isimani. 
 

Property Team 

“Inside, outside ... mostly inside!” 

Another month has come and gone! Wow! Suddenly, cold weather has arrived. Our snow 

removal contractor has already made a couple of visits to plow the driveways and lots and 

to clear our walks and emergency exit paths. We have put our snowblower to early use to 

clear some areas around our storage shed and trash bins.  

 

It has been an unusual fall season. With the colder weather closing in, we were able to 

complete work to clean up the outside flower gardens to prepare them for winter, and we 

completed repairs to our trash bins. We may yet have the occasional warmer days to work 

outside, but most outside work will have to wait for spring. Our primary emphasis has 

moved inside. I refer you to last month's blog for a more detailed description of the 

various tasks that the Property Team works on, week in and week out.  

 

Other recent work included the repair of one of the wall lighting 

fixtures in the Sanctuary. The fixture was taken off the wall, 

disassembled, an internal part (ballast) replaced, and the unit put back 

in service. We are also planning to install a switch loop and dimmer 

function for the recently installed track lights on the right side of the 

Sanctuary, near the musicians. This change will allow us to turn off 

and/or dim these bright lights when there is a need while keeping the normal wall lighting 

units in service. 

 

Our emphasis in December will focus on getting the various seasonal decorations out of 

storage and installed. In some cases, the Property Team has the lead for this work, and in 

other cases, we assist other teams to get the job done. As the seasons change, we will also 

be involved in taking the decorations down and putting them back in storage.  

 

December will also see a seasonal transition in Property Team leadership as Martha and I 

complete our preparations for our winter trip to Florida for the January to mid-April 

period.  Dave Mercer, Property Team Leader 
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End 68 Hours of Hunger 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church has a team that packs food for the program 'End 68 Hours of 

Hunger' for the city of Portsmouth!! This program is designed to provide food for children in 

need that would sustain them for the weekend when school is not in session. Kathy McKenna 

and Lauren Gianino are the Team Coordinators for our church. 

 

Our team is responsible for packing food bags for children on 6 more Thursdays throughout the 

school year. We pack at the First United Methodist Church, 129 Miller Ave. Portsmouth and we 

meet at 6 p.m. Depending on the number of volunteers, the packing process takes between 40 

minutes to an hour - but rarely a full hour. 

 

Many thanks to all who contributed or volunteered for E68HOH during 2018.  Our next packing 

date will be Thursday, January 3, 2019.  We wish you all a joyful holiday season.  

 

 Thursday, January 3rd 

 Thursday, February 7th 

 Wednesday, March 20th 

 Thursday, May 9th 

 Thursday, June 13th 

 

If you are interested in joining our team please email myself 

(mckenna.kathy.62@gmail.com) or Lauren Gianino(pglg813@comcast.net). We always 

welcome new participants!! 

 

Let us know if you have any questions!! Kathy McKenna & Lauren Gianino 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
The Christmas season is the time of year when you ask:  what can I 

give a family member or friend who is experiencing a difficult 

time?  A prayer shawl might be the answer to your question.  Not 

only will it provide warmth but it will be a comfort, knowing that 

prayers and loving, healing thoughts are in every stitch, a reminder 

of God's love.  Shawls can be found on a shelf in the library.  If you 

have any questions, contact Julie Kath.   


