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Holy Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Time after Pentecost – Lectionary 25 – Sunday, September 23, 2018 - 11:00 a.m. 

Gathering 

Prelude Music 

Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Eternal God our creator, 

C: in you we live and move and have our being.  Look upon us, your 

children, the work of your hands.  Forgive us all our offenses, 

and cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty desires.  By your 

grace draw us near to you, our refuge and our strength; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

P: Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ. God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the 

Holy Spirit given to us. In the mercy of almighty God, Christ died for us 

while we still were sinners; and for his sake, God ☩ forgives you all your 

sins. 

C: Amen. 
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Gathering Song  ELW 389 — Please stand as able— 

Greeting 
P:  May the grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
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Canticle of Praise  ELW 167 
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Prayer of the Day 
P: Let us pray. 

C:  O God, our teacher and guide, you draw us to yourself and 

welcome us as beloved children. Help us to lay aside all envy and 

selfish ambition, that we may walk in your ways of wisdom and 

understanding as servants of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. 

 Amen. 

WORD 
The remaining lessons appointed for use on this Sunday are located in the announcements of 

this worship booklet. You are invited to read them during the collection of offerings or 

Communion. You are also invited to take this booklet home with you and read the lessons and 

prayers as part of family worship or individual devotions. 
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First Reading 

L: A responsive reading from Psalm 54. 

 L: 1Save me, O God, by your name; 

  in your might, defend my cause. 

C: 2Hear my prayer, O God; 

  give ear to the words of my mouth. 

L: 3For strangers have risen up against me, and the ruthless have sought  

        my life, those who have no regard for God. 

C: 4Behold, God is my helper; 

  it is the Lord who sustains my life.  

L: 5Render evil to those who spy on me; 

   in your faithfulness, destroy them. 

C: 6I will offer you a freewill sacrifice 

  and praise your name, O Lord, for it is good. 

L: 7For you have rescued me from every trouble, 

  and my eye looks down on my enemies.  

L: Word of God, word of life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

Second Reading 

L: A reading from James 3:13 – 4:3, 7-8a. 
13Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that 

your works are done with gentleness born of wisdom. 14But if you have 

bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be boastful and 

false to the truth. 15Such wisdom does not come down from above, but 

is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. 16For where there is envy and selfish 

ambition, there will also be disorder and wickedness of every kind. 17But 

the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to 

yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or 
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hypocrisy. 18And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those 

who make peace. 
4:1Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do 

they not come from your cravings that are at war within you? 2You want 

something and do not have it; so you commit murder. And you covet 

something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and conflicts. 

You do not have, because you do not ask. 3You ask and do not receive, 

because you ask wrongly, in order to spend what you get on your 

pleasures. 7Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he 

will flee from you. 8aDraw near to God, and he will draw near to you. 

L: Word of God, word of life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

Children’s Message   

The children are invited to come forward to join the Pastor at the Chancel for a message. 

Gospel Acclamation   — Please stand as able— 
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Gospel 

P: The holy gospel according to St. Mark, Chapter 9 [30-37] 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

30[Jesus and the disciples went on] and passed through Galilee. He did not 

want anyone to know it;31for he was teaching his disciples, saying to 

them, “The Son of Man is to be betrayed into human hands, and they 

will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will rise again.” 32But 

they did not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him. 

  33Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he 

asked them, “What were you arguing about on the way?” 34But they 

were silent, for on the way they had argued with one another who was 

the greatest. 35He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, 

“Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.” 36Then 

he took a little child and put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he 

said to them, 37“Whoever welcomes one such child in my name 

welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one 

who sent me.” 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon     — Please be seated— 
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Hymn of the Day       ELW 720 —Please stand as able— 
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Apostles Creed 

LD: Let us confess our faith using the Apostles Creed. 

C:   I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the Virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  he descended to the dead. 

  On the third day he rose again; 

  he ascended into heaven, 

  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy catholic Church, 

  the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People   

LD: Freed by God in Christ to live and love and serve, we pray for the church, 

those in need, and all of God’s beloved creation. 

 —A brief silence—      

LD: Gracious God, you gather congregations together by the power of your 

word. Bless leaders with the gifts of wisdom and discernment as they 

seek to make your church the community for which you long. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

Y: Creative God, blue whales and honeybees sing the goodness of the 

earth. Glaciers and deserts declare your greatness. Make us good 

stewards of our home for the generations to come. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

LD: Sovereign God, you raise up governments to protect the widow and 

orphan. Bless citizens with wisdom and discernment as they choose 

leaders. Inspire leaders to always seek the common good. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

Y: Loving God, you desire health and wholeness. Reconcile the conflicts and 

disputes among us. Teach us to heal the trauma of racism and poverty. 

Break our hearts open to all those who suffer and mourn. We pray 

especially for those whose names we say out loud or silently.   —A brief 

silence—     Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

LD: We pray for our partners in mission and ministry: Presiding Bishop 

Elizabeth Eaton and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Bishop 

James Hazelwood and the New England Synod, Pastor Livingstone 
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Msungu and the Isimani congregation in Tanzania, Fundaninos 

Orphanage in Guatemala, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and 

the Holy Land and our missionaries Revs. Colin and Jeni Grangaard, 

Imanuel Indonesian Lutheran Congregation, Ascentria Care Alliance and 

Camp Calumet.  Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

Y: You surround us with a cloud of witnesses who announce the good news 

of abundant life to a sad and needy world. Make us a pilgrim people, 

always telling the story of your loving kindness. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

P: Into your wide embrace, gracious God, we commend all for whom we 

pray, trusting in your boundless mercy through Jesus Christ, our 

Redeemer. 

C: Amen. 

The Sharing of God’s Peace 

P: May the peace of God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit – which passes all 

understanding, be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

The congregation is invited to exchange expressions of peace with those near them. Please 

remember to greet the children too. You may be seated after the passing of the peace. 

MEAL 

Offering 

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. During 

this time, the table is set. After the offering is gathered, the assembly stands. Bread, wine, 

money, and other gifts may be brought forward. 
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Offertory Song     ELW 465 

 

Offertory Prayer 
LD: God of life, you give us these gifts of the earth, these resources of our 

life and our labor. Take them, offered in great thanksgiving, and use 

them to set a table that will heal the whole creation; through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Light. 

C: Amen. 
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The Celebration of Holy Communion 

As you come to the Lord’s Table, know that it is Christ who invites you to receive the bread and 

wine, the body and blood.  There will be a single communion station.  You will receive a wafer 

(gluten free wafers are available).  Next you may drink from the common cup, or you may take 

a pre-filled glass of non-alcoholic wine.  Please put the glass in the basket at the end.  If you 

would like to receive communion, but you are unable to come forward, please ask someone to 

talk to the Ushers and we will bring communion to you. 

Dialogue 
P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Preface 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ.  You call your people to cleanse their 

hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the 

gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace.  And so, with 

all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy   ELW pg 190 

 

Words of Institution   
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Lord's Prayer 

Feel free to use the version of the Lord’s Prayer you are most comfortable with. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done,  

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

The assembly may be seated. The bread may be broken for the communion. 
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Communion ELW pg. 191 —Please be seated— 
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Communion Hymns 

While others are communing, you are invited to sing a communion hymn or to meditate on the 

readings and prayers for the day.   Communion Hymn #1: ELW 712 
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Communion Hymn #2: ELW 781 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Holy Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church  19 

Communion Hymn #3: ELW 697 
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Sending of Communion  —Please remain seated— 

P: Gracious God, whose mercy endures from generation to generation: 

Bless those who go forth to carry your Word and sacrament to our 

sisters and brothers who are homebound. In your love and compassion, 

nourish and strengthen them with hope through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen.  

SENDING 

Communion Blessing   

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 

keep you in His grace. 

C: Amen. 

Rites of Passage and Announcements  

The congregation is invited to share birthdays, anniversaries, and other significant events in the 

life of its members. Subsequently, brief announcements may be made, especially those related 

to the congregation’s participation in God's mission in the world. 
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Sending Hymn ELW 756 —Please stand as able— 
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Benediction 

Please move across the aisle and join hands.  The choir will sing the choral benediction. 

Dismissal   

LD: Go in peace, serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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